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Old West lives on in Cowboy Shooting Action

by Elysia Conner
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 12:30 PM MST

The fun of dressing like cowboys or Old West ocutlaws and having mock shootouts does not have to end when
you become an adult,

Cowboy Action Shooting (CAS) is a grown-up version of Old West make-believe -- but the skills involved in
the game all are real.

On the first Sunday of each month, the Bessemer
Vigilance Committee meets to enjoy creative target
practice on a set complete with a corral and a saloon. The
shooters create a scenario with a series of targets.

They stay true to the theme by using old, single-action
revolvers, pistol-caliber lever action rifles and old-time
shotguns. They act out scenarios from historical incidents,
famous films or anything that those who make the scenes
can imagine.

Each one is different. In the "Buffalo Hunter" scenario,
some "scoundrels,” represented by targets, are trying to
steal participants' buffalo hides.

Shooters must take out the thieves after hitting the
buffalo and then move on to the next challenge. Electronic
recorders track speed and accuracy at every shooting
point.
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Participants dress in Old West style, and use aliases from history, western literature and films, or Old West
Et'lnegﬂes Smokewagon Bill, a.k.a. Bill Hoover, is president of the Bessemer Bend Cowboy Action Shooting
u

The club is named after Bessemer, an old ghost town long since disappeared, which once was to be the seat
of the county if it had enough voters.

The bluffs overlooking Bessemer Bend was where John Wayne filmed "Hellfighters” in 1968.

The participants in the Bessemer Vigilance Committee are members of the Wyoming Single Action Shooters,
or WSAS,

WSAS is the state's association that provides coordination between the Wyoming clubs and the Single Action
Shooting Society (SASS,) the national association.

Membership in the Bessemer Vigilance Committee, or any Wyoming CAS club, includes membership in
WSAS. SASS outlines the game play rules and safety procedures in their handbook, and organizes the END
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